
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

LAWSUITS SAVE CHILDREN’S LIVES  
 

Children across the country have suffered tremendously as a result of defective and dangerous products and 
practices.  As the following examples show, many of these products or practices were made safer only after 
the families of sick and injured children filed lawsuits against those responsible.  As a result of such lawsuits, 
the lives of countless other children have been saved.  Laws that make it more difficult for these families to 
sue (so-called “tort reform”) would be devastating for our nation’s children.  
 

• A 23-month-old baby suffered permanent brain damage and paralysis after his shirt became 
entangled on his crib’s corner-post knob and he choked.  As a result of this case, the crib can no 
longer be made or sold.1 

 
• A two-year-old sustained severe burns to her esophagus after ingesting some drops of Liquid Plum’r.  

This case, along with others, caused the company to change the formula and redesign its container, 
and led government agencies to improve child restraint closure and labeling standards.2 

 
• A baby suffered permanent brain damage after an obstetrician ignored a nurse’s concerns over 

abnormalities on the fetal monitor.  After this verdict, hospitals throughout North Carolina adopted a 
new protocol that allows nurses to intervene on behalf of patients without risking their jobs.3 

 
• A five-year-old lost most of her intestines after becoming lodged in a pool drain.  The case led the 

manufacturer to change its warnings and instructions regarding the safe use of its drain covers and 
caused an industry-wide recall of pool drain covers.4 

 
• A running escalator in a Philadelphia subway station tore off the foot of a four-year-old child; the 

case led the transit authority to fix all broken escalators and to change the way it handled accident 
investigations.5 

 
• A 15-year-old high school freshman baseball player was raped with a broomstick by teammates 

during a hazing ritual.  As part of the settlement, the school district implemented a strict anti-hazing 
policy and yearly training for coaches and vice principals.6 

 
• An infant remained in a vegetative state, having nearly drowned after climbing up on a filter and 

skimmer as a way of obtaining access to a swimming pool.  As a result of this case and others, the 
industry changed its standards regarding placement of pool skimmers and filters.7 

 
• A three-year-old suffered third-degree burns when she accidentally tipped over a vaporizer.  As a 

result of this case and over 100 pending claims, the manufacturer redesigned the vaporizer to include 
a cover-lock top.8 

 
• A four-year-old was severely burned when her cotton flannelette pajama top ignited as she leaned 

over an electric stove.  After this case, the product was removed from the market.9 
 

• A 14-month-old baby died from ingesting furniture polish.  As a result of the case, the product’s 
warning label was changed.10 
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• From 1981 to 1992, a reverend molested boys, age 14 or younger, at three different churches.  As a 

result of the lawsuit, prosecutors pursued criminal charges against the priest, who was ultimately 
sentenced to life in prison.11 

 
• A newborn suffered permanent brain damage after being left alone in a hospital’s pediatric unit for 

35 minutes, 10 to 15 of which he stopped breathing.  After this lawsuit, the corporation changed its 
policy on staffing pediatric units throughout its chain of hospitals.12 
 

• A four-year-old suffered severe burns after another child set her clothes on fire with a multi-purpose 
lighter.  Information uncovered in the lawsuit prompted the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
to investigate multi-purpose lighters and ultimately issue child safety standards for them.13   

 
• From 1984 to 1993, a fourth grade teacher molested young girls, ages 7 to 12.  As part of the 

settlement, the school district agreed to conduct sexual harassment and abuse training district-wide 
and to revise its current policies and procedures.14 

 
• Twenty-two students contracted cancer because of toxic pollutants emitted from a chrome-plating 

facility adjacent to their school.  As a result of two lawsuits, the company agreed to discontinue the 
chrome-plating portion of its operations.15 

 
• An 18-month-old suffered brain damage after he wandered into a neighbor’s above-ground pool and 

became trapped under its floating solar cover.  This case, along with others, caused the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to create a safety standard for solar covers.16     
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