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MOVING HAZARDS: THE LAND

In the United States, about 3.3 million miles of pipeline transport natural gas, oil, and other hazardous
liquids®; this system is vulnerable to accidents causing explosions, fires, spills, and uncontrolled
releases.?

e Since December 2020, 1,486 pipeline failures, or more than one per day, have been
reported.’

e The causes of pipeline failures vary,* with equipment, material, or corrosion failure being
the most common reasons behind onshore natural gas transmission pipeline incidents that
have resulted “in a fatality, an injury requiring hospitalization, or property damage that
exceeds $50,000 in total costs (in 1984 dollars).”>

e There is rampant underreporting of incidents, which not only keeps vulnerable communities
in the dark but also prevents problems from being understood and remedied.¢

The federal agencies responsible for overseeing pipeline safety — primarily the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and its Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS)” - are not doing
enough to mitigate dangers.

e PHMSA’s ongoing budget shortfall has compromised safety,® making it “reliant on the
industry it is tasked to regulate for technical expertise on rulemaking” while it “lacks the
manpower to inspect the nation’s...oil and gas lines.”

e PHMSA’s response to corporate violations of federal pipeline safety law has been wholly
inadequate,'® with “civil penalties that are economically insignificant to operators.”!!

Victims may turn to the civil courts after a crash or release. Below are some recent cases.

e Beta Offshore’s pipeline ruptured and leaked nearly 25,000 pounds of crude oil into the
ocean off California’s Huntington Beach.!? A class action was filed against Amplify Energy
Corp., Beta Offshore’s parent company, which settled the case for $50 million while also
agreeing to install and implement new safety equipment and procedures.'?

e An Enbridge Inc. pipeline ruptured while carrying gas from the Gulf of Mexico to the
Northeast, “releasing approximately 101.5 million cubic feet of natural gas that ignited”!*
and led to the death of 58-year-old Lisa Derringer.!> Lisa’s family sued and the company



settled for an undisclosed amount.!¢ Other victims, who sued after suffering physical injury
or property damage from the explosion, reached confidential settlements.!”

e Widespread fires and explosions caused by natural gas distribution pipeline leaks in
Lawrence, Andover, and North Andover, MA killed one person, injured at least 22 others
(who were transported to area hospitals), damaged 131 structures, and caused 50,000
residents to evacuate. A state emergency was declared.!® Columbia Gas of Massachusetts
settled a class action for $143 million,!® paid $80 million to three communities for
infrastructure damage,?® and settled with two families — one which suffered a death, the
other which had family members who were hurt or suffered permanent, severe injuries.?!

e A corroded Plains All American pipeline — transporting crude oil inland from Santa
Barbara’s coast — spilled 140,000 gallons, which blackened miles of beaches. Local
fishermen and property owners filed a class action lawsuit against Plains All American, and
in May 2022, the company settled for $230 million. Nearly two years later, Plains All
American settled with another class of landowners for $70 million and promised new safety
measures.?

e In October 2015, the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility in Los Angeles County, CA
experienced an uncontrolled gas leak that lasted nearly four months and ultimately released
an estimated 109,000 metric tons of methane into the air, forcing over 8,000 families in
Porter Ranch to flee. It was the largest natural gas leak in U.S. history. More than 35,000
individuals sued Southern California Gas Co. and its parent company, Sempra Energy.
During the litigation, SoCalGas and its counsel “racked up $5.7 million in discovery
sanctions” for misconduct. In September 2021, both companies settled for a total of $1.8
billion.?
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