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NRC ex-investigator: Top official
blocked search for TMI cover-up

By Jim Detjen
and Susan FitzGerald
Inquirer Staff Writers

HARRISBURG — A former Nuclear
Regulatory Commission investigator
testified yesterday that a top commis-
sion official repeatedly thwarted an
NRC inquiry into whether crucial
information was covered up during
the first days of the March 1979 acci-
dent at Three Mile Island.

David Gamble, who participated in
the probe, said he was told by James
Cummings, head of the NRC's Office
of Inspector and Auditor, not to in-
terview two control-room workers
about critical aspects of the Unit 2
accident.

Gamble also testified that in 1980,
Cummings would not allow him to
interview eight other TMI and NRC

employees to determine whether
NRC inspectors had lied about their
awareness, of what happened on
March 28, 1979, the first day of the
accident. Gamble said that Cum-
mings refused to let him use poly-
graph examinations to aid in the
investigation.

Gamble presented his testimony to
an NRC Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board that is hearing evidence on
whether Herman Dieckamp, presi-
dent of General Public Utilities Corp.
(GPU), the owner of TMI, lied to a
congressman and the NRC about the
accident.

TMI Alert, a Harrisburg-based citi-
zens' group that is a party in the
licensing board hearing, has main-
tained that Dieckamp and TMI plant
personnel knew on March 28 that the

Unit 2 reactor core had suffered ex-
tensive damage, yet concealed that
information from state and federal
officials for nearly two days.

In his second day of testimony be-
fore the board, Gampble continued to
challenge the integrity of the NRC’s
efforts to investigate the reporting of
information by TMI and NRC person-
nel during the accident. In one re-
port issued in January 1981, the NRC
concluded that TMI officials did, not
improperly withhold information
about the accident.

Federal sources say a federal grand
jury in Washington is investigating
whether NRC employees acted im-
properly in investigating events sur-
rounding the TMI accident. °

Gamble testified yesterday that
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Coammings told him not 1o interview
iph Chwastyk and Brian Mehler,
It 2 control room personnel, for
an mmvestigation centering on the
events sur ndi (T
plosion inside roeactor butlding,
After Gamble made his romarks
about Cummings, Ivan Smith, an ad-
ministrative law judge heading the
hearing, satd he was concernod that
atop NI itod a e
plete tnguiry
“It is a matter that warrants a more
thorough inquiry, that's pretty obvi-

ous,” Smith said.
Cummings, who is currently ‘on
sabbatical from his job at the NRC,
could not be reached for comment.

Gamble also testifed that he asked
his NRC superior, Roger Fortuna, to
seek authorization for Gamble to
conduct eight additional interviews
to determine tf NRC inspectors may
have lied about their knowledge of
the hydrogen explosion and the se-
verity of the accident. Gamble said
that Fortuna made the request in a
memo to Cummings.

During yesterday's hearing, a copy
of that November 6, 1980, memo wags
placed belore the heensing board ay
evidence. One page of the memo had
a slash drawn through it and was
marked with a "NO” and the initials
I

Gamble said it was Cummings who
drew the slash through the memo,

signaling his rejection of the request
for more interviews.

“So, he canceled everything?"
asked Smith.

“Yes, sir,” Gamble replied,

Gamble testified that on another
occasion, he asked Fortuna to write a
letter asking for the U.5. Naval Inves-
tigative Service to assist in adminis-
tering lie detector tests to determine
if NRC and TMI employees may have
ted porjury ¢ ng previous

dent.

The December 1, 1980, letter, intro-
duced as evidence in the hearing,
had a slash drawn through it. A large
“NO!” was written at the top.

federal investigations into the acel- |
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“Who wrote 'no?'" the licensir
board asked

"It was Mr. Cummings," Gamh
replied.

The licensing board hearin,
which s expected to conclude ne
week, is part of an NRC review 1
determine whether the undamage
Unit 1 reactor at TMI should be a
lowed to begin producing electricii
again,

Unit 1 was shut down for refuclin
and repairs at the time of the U
accident and has been closed eve
since under an NRC order. GPU Ni
clear Corp, the GPU subsidiary th:
operates the nuclear station, h¢
been seeking the NRC's permissic
to restart Unit 1.




