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LARGE TRUCKS ARE EXTREMELY DANGEROUS
Crashes involving trucks weighing more than 10,000 pounds1 (large trucks) are far too frequent,
horrific and costly.
•

According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, “Large trucks often weigh 2030 times as much as passenger vehicles. They are taller and have greater ground
clearance than cars, which means that lower-riding vehicles can slide beneath truck
trailers, with deadly consequences.”2

•

According to preliminary figures released by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), in 2021, more than 5,600 people were killed in crashes
involving large trucks, “the largest number in almost four decades….”3

•

NHTSA said, “Deaths in crashes involving trucks hit a ‘crisis’ level and reversed a
downward trend in place before the pandemic,”4 increasing by 13% from 2020 to 2021
and constituting a 52% increase in truck crash fatalities since 2010, a record high.5

•

In the first three months of 2022, according to preliminary federal data, there were
already more than 40,000 crashes involving large trucks as reported by states, killing
more than a thousand people and injuring nearly 17,000.6

•

By some estimates, truck crashes cost the nation $180 billion a year.7

Driver fatigue causes too many serious large truck crashes.
•

Truck drivers experience unique working conditions that cause too many sleep
disruptions,8 which creates “cognitive impairments” that cause drivers to crash.9

•

Drivers often face pressure from employers to continue to drive when they’re too tired.
Explained Thomas Corsi, academic director for supply chain management at the
University of Maryland’s Robert H. Smith School of Business:
I serve as an expert witness on accident cases which overwhelmingly occur when
drivers are working on not enough sleep and end up plowing into a car because
they’re working way too many hours. They’re on very strict time commitments
that a broker or a carrier made to a client, but there are huge safety implications.
These guys clearly are really stretched.10

Federal agencies and Congress are not doing enough to protect motorists from large truck
dangers.
•

NHTSA and the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration — as well as Congress —
often bow to trucking industry pressure to weaken existing regulations, fail to remedy
urgent problems in a timely manner or do anything at all.

•

Dangers that safety advocates say are not being properly addressed include:
o Underride crashes, which are violent “collisions in which a car slides under the
body of a truck — such as a tractor-trailer or single-unit truck — due to the height
difference between the vehicles.11
o Failure to require automatic emergency braking systems12 and speed limiters on
heavy trucks.13
o Blind spots and other visibility problems.14
o Dangerous “chameleon carriers,” which are trucking companies that try to hide
their identity and evade federal penalties and fines, as well as legal liability.15

E-commerce demands are creating new safety problems.
•

Some companies responding to increasing demand for more long- and short-haul trucks,
such as Amazon with about 40% of the e-commerce market,16 have endangered the
public with a troubling truck safety record.17

•

In the rush to get new drivers on the road, large truck driver training has dangerously
suffered, greatly increasing roadway hazards.18
o To drive a large truck, “there’s just a medical exam, a multiple-choice written
exam, and a brief driving test — which in some states can be administered by the
school that drivers paid to train them.” Said Lewie Pugh, who owned and
operated a truck for 22 years and is now executive vice president of the OwnerOperator Independent Drivers Association, “We don’t want to do the hard things
in this industry, which is spending extra money, taking extra time to train people
to safely operate trucks.”

For more information, see Center for Justice & Democracy, Big Trucks: An Avoidable Public
Safety Crisis (November 2022), https://centerjd.org/content/study-big-trucks-avoidable-publicsafety-crisis
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